
 

 

Applying the Highest Standard of Peer Review 

Introduction 

JDRF is committed to conducting extensive internal and external peer review as a predicate to funding any research effort. Our 

scientists see themselves as stewards charged with running the world’s most influential T1D research program and believe peer 

review is integral to a credible and effective research program. 

The Stages of Peer Review 

 When a funding opportunity is identified in response to a JDRF-initiated request for applications (RFA) or through the JDRF 

individual solicitation process, it triggers an intensive internal and external scientific review process. 

 Funding opportunities are initially reviewed by the lead JDRF portfolio scientist with expertise in the field of research under 

review. Subsequently, additional JDRF internal scientists are asked to assess the funding opportunity. Additional internal 

reviewers range from one or two for the very smallest initiatives (i.e. $110,000) to as many as nine or more for larger funding 

opportunities or initiatives. Following this evaluation, all funding opportunities are brought to JDRF’s senior management 

research team for review prior to being advanced. This internal multi-level, multi-scientist evaluation is, in effect, the internal 

peer review process. 

 JDRF scientists determine which proposals qualify for further review based on how they align with JDRF’s strategies and 

priorities, whether they fill gaps or can accelerate specific T1D research in the field, and other criteria. 

 Next, the application is sent out for external peer review. In FY 2012, more than 400 outside scientists and experts from around 

the world participated in the JDRF peer review program representing the most prestigious academic, medical, and business 

institutions in the world. Depending on the size of the funding opportunity there can be as many as six independent reviewers. 

 Following the submission of the reviewers’ comments and considerations on the funding opportunity, the primary investigator 

has an opportunity to respond to these reviewers’ considerations.  

 The outside peer review is supplemented by an ongoing, intensive, iterative dialogue between JDRF’s own scientists and the 

potential investigators. 

Summary 

The vast majority of all funds JDRF allocates undergo intensive peer review, sometimes on multiple occasions. The larger the 

funding opportunity, the more external review is built into the process. In fact, the level of scrutiny is more intense and thorough 

than ever before. Over the last few years alone, JDRF has increased the rigor of its external peer review requirements, our reviewer 

selection process, and the level of expertise of the reviewers themselves. We have even added reviewers outside the diabetes 

space to bring broader scientific perspective. Peer review is deeply imbedded into the JDRF research program and is seen by both 

the scientific team and JDRF’s professional and volunteer leadership as indispensable to operating the world’s largest and most 

highly regarded private T1D research program. 


